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Case Study

George Heriot’s School

School context

George Heriot’s School is a mixed independent school in Edinburgh for students aged 4-18. It is
committed to combatting sexism and sexual harassment. George Heriot's School received the
UK Feminista: Action Award for its outstanding work to combat sexism through a whole school
approach.

Actions to tackle sexism

* A Mentors in Violence Prevention programme was set up, utilising support from student
volunteers in Sé.

» Students were given the opportunity to re-design a lesson on consent for S1 (12 year olds) to
determine if stronger messaging could begin earlier, based on feedback from the Feminist
Society. The students participated in a workshop and used games exploring notions of personal
space and consent. Staff noticed a significant shift in attitudes amongst 14 year-olds as a result.

* Issues of consent were made central to the whole school approach journey, from junior school
starting at P1 (age 5) to Sé6 (age 17-18). S2 received two dedicated sessions on consent from
visiting speakers, and students in Sé6 heard from Fiona Drouet, whose daughter took her life after
experiencing gender-based violence from a fellow student.

* The Harmful Sexual Behaviour policy was introduced, meaning that the school community was
better placed to discuss messaging from online misogynistic influencers.

* A twilight session was held for staff and materials disseminated for positively engaging with
students about misogynistic online influencers.

* Flow charts on responding to sexism and sexual harassment were devised for junior and
senior school students. This initiative resulted in targeted data which could be shared with the
Safeguarding committee.

* The ‘Equally Safe at School’ project surveyed staff experiences of sexism.

* UK Feminista’s materials were used by the school’s Feminist Society to deliver assemblies to the
whole school.

For further information about training and resources from UK Feminista visit www.ukfeminista.org.uk



